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THE 


State of Phyſick 
'IN | 
LOND O N: 


ith an Account of the Charita- 
ble Regulation made lately 
at the College of Phylſict- | 
ans, towards preparing Me- 
dicines there at the intrinſick- 
value for the Poor, 'and gi- 
wing them Advice gratis, on 
Wedneſdays and Saturdays 
all the year round, in ihe 
Afterncon. 


H E Pra&tice of Phyftck be- 
fore Hypocrates, Was in Chy- 
rurgeon's hands ; it conſiſted 

then:only in-outward Applications ; 
A. until. : f 


T-:4:] 


until People obſerving the, beneWſe 
reap'd from theſe outward Mediro! 
cines, took the liberty to give thier/ 
ſame inwardly, ſometimes with ſur, 
ceſs. --. So that the number of Ot / au 
wations and Medicines 1ncreafinf / 
daily, as well as perhaps the nun{Elve 
ber of Diſcaſes,* the whole PraQtiSke' 
of Phy ſick became too large a taFhy 
for one Perſon to compaſs as bſtree. 
fore; and therefore in after. AgPey 
it was thought neceſſary that affeco 
Perſon ſhould' Cure only inwaffion 
Diſeaſes, another outward, . and 
third prepare fit Medicines for botlf K 
whence came Phyſicians, Chyrurgſtep 
ons, and Apothecaries ; whoſe (ing, 
cere Friendſhip, and fair Correſpoſhe 
dence are as infeparable from theſies, 
own immediate intereſt, as thaſjicia. 
Capacity and Honeſty are from tlhen 
intended benefit of Mankind. _ 
| SE bf 
\ Our Wiſe Anceſtors ſeeing, th{ince 
not only ſound Judgment, but likll 
wife great Learning-and ſnitable Egnd 
perience were requiſite” to qualiffrom 
Phyficiavs for Curing inward - rw 
; Cary. 


t5- 1 
, beneaſes, thought fit to Eſtabliſh able 
 - Medrofeſfors of Phy ſick in all the 27- 
1ve ter/ties of Europe, to explain the 
1th ſuF-ruZure of the Humane Body, the 
f ObſeFauſes of Diſeaſes, and the Nature 
crealinf Medicines, which are of them- 
ie nunflves very intricate; to hinder 
PraltiGkewiſe all Perſons ſrom practiſing 
e a taFhyſick, but ſuch as took their De- 
as bFrees; and to let none take their 
r. AgPegrees, but ſuch as their Abilities 


hat eecommended: after due Examina- 
inwation. 
and 


r botly King Zevry the Eighth went a 
2yrurg 
oſe lifrg/aud; for not contented with 
reſpoſgie Profeſſors in both the Univerfi- 
n thefies, he erected a College of Phy- 
s theſicians in Lo»doy, beſtowing upon 
om tighem a great many Honourable 
riviledges, and a Power, confirm- 
d by ſeveral Acts of Parliament 
, thJince, to puniſh Mountebanks, and 
It likpll other Pretenders to Phyſick; 
le Egnd to hinder likewiſe any Perſon 
ualifrom praiſing Phyſick in Londov, 
d Dir within Seven Miles round it, that 
eaſy. A 3 was 


ep farther, to improve Phyſick in. 


"ap OECD #1 
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was not legally received toy 
College, 'tho' a DErbar of our 
Univerſities. | 


Me 
Wl Sict 


The Phyſicians of Loudon be x 


_ thus formed into a Society, | 
improved Phyfick, and made+me 


Diſcoveries in Nature, than all i 


reſt of the Phyſicians of Eur 


they have found out the Czrculati it. 


of the Blood, come to a moſt accuti 


and uſeful knowledge of the Pane 


and Flumours 0 ; $- the Body, ani 
the Nature an 
they have writ a great many Prat 


Cauſes of Diſeaſe 


cal Obſervations, perfefted the Maul 


ria Medica, Correfted the Diſpes 


zory, and in ſhort, brought Phyſi at 
co a greater certainty and perfectioQplai 


fince Menry VIIlzh's time, ' th 
their Predeceſſors did in Two Tho 
fand Years before. 


The College of Phyſicians 
reaſon 'to think that neither tt 

Lives of their Patients, nor ti 

own Reputation cou'd be ſafe, uoleſ 


they were fure of the goodneſs « 
- o 


EF] 

0 Medicines they preſcribed to 
x Sick. For this Reaſon, they 
Þ'd it neceflary in. King Fames 
Yfirſt's time to obtain a Charter 
Wing the Apothecaries, who were 

re one- Body with the Grocers, 

md. 2 diſtinct«Corporation ; that 
& ſhould diſpenſe Medicines at 
wor, but ſuch as were received 

latifit ; and that none ſhould: be 
Sived into it, but ſuch only, 
2a Care, Skill, and Integrity the 
/fcians cou'd rely on. But tho? 

;ſeaſEftabliſhing the Apotbecaries- 
al, was a Defign in 1t ſelf very 

| and commendable, yet it 
hes to be the woful occaſion of 
yſieat Grievance, and of a general 
ti@plaint in this Nation. For their 
Whited number, and their Exor- 
tmanner of rating the Phyfici- 
Pills, has deſtroyed the Deſign 

| m—_ ther Company Was 

r theſpout Sixty Years ago, all the 

, unieÞiecaries of Loydon and Weſt- 

neſs qr did not amount to a Hun» 
tl | dred 
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dred, and at preſent they are at 
Eight Hundred, and a great manf- 
them are not of the Hall ; whi_. 
the Reaſon that moſt of them ha 
but little to do, exact ſuch extr 
gant Rates for their Med:cines, 
their exorbitant priee. ſhould n 
/ amends for their want. of buſinfff,.. <. 
\ fo that none hardly but Rich 1} 
ple can be at the expence, al 
great many poor People are' fc 
to die for want of Phyſick. _. : 

The number - of the Apoth 
ries.is like to encreaſe more: 

ſeldon 


ſe of 


more, unleſs the Parliament. th 
fir. to limit it,as all the well-regu 
Towns inGermany and Denmark | 1 "he 


wiſely done. For a young 4p4 oy? 
cary that ſets up a Shop, far Exa gn t& 
this Week, ifhe lives Thirty Y« h 

will breed up 2a great many. of ry _ 
Apothecaries before he dies ; het 4 W 
an Apprentice into his Service, Th n 
Apprentice after Six Years, ſet * © 
for himſelf, and takes another "7 of 
 prentice, his Maſter takes anoiff'*< © 

or \perhaps two-or three, -and $"8<r9! 


: it of ( 
Years a5 many. more: ſo F** © 
__ | 4 ” Fecarzes, 
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- Apothecary With attother, in 
Witty Years, ſets up at leaſt Fif- 
Wn 4pothecaries ; and each of them 

as many Years more, ſets up: 
Mecca other Apothecaries. "Tis: 

refore no wonder, why in fo 
Yall a time they are ſo ſtrangely. 
ÞÞltiplied. LY 
a8 be number of 4porbecuries encrea-- 
Tg thus, far beyond a proportion- 
Be cacreaſe of [nhabitants,4 Things: 
br iſt 'neceſſarily follow, that either 
» Apothecaries muſt ſtarve, which 


: ſeldom ſeen; or muſt raife the: 


_FMae- of their Drugs beyond Rea-: 
+10, Of uſe all their intereſt in Fa- 
” les.ro get only ſuch Phyſicians 
/ TÞploy'd, as have the baſe Conſci-- 
ce ro preſcribe more Medicines - 
of20 the Diſtemper requires; or they 
; Juſt Quack to fell their Drugs with-- 

- kit a Phyſician's Order: 
2.4 The exceflive number of Apo- 
rp Fecaries,, makes not only the Pra- 
ce of Phyfick CN and 
1 $fgerous, but likewiſe diſcredits 
| lat of Chyrurgery. For the Apo- 
Fecartes, . as likewiſe the Barbers, 
B Mountebanks, . 
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Mountebanks, Quacks, and a mul 
tude of other Pretenders, Praditi 
Chyrurgery with as. much aſk 
ance, tho' with lefs ſuceſs, as 
ableſt Members of the Chyrurgeq 
Hall, formed likewiſe into. a C 
poration by Zenry VIIL,:. who; 
the ſafety of his SubjeCts, orde 
that no. Perſon ſhould - Praclfez 
Chyrurgery in Loxdon butr' thi 
The fatal miſtakes and abuſes-l 
quently committed by ſo maſk 
pretenders to Chyrurgery, malſpri 
the Nation generally believe.Fent. | 
have no good Chyrurgeons 1n Apr 
land; and that if a Cataradt is: 
be Couch'd, a Frenchman muſt 
ſent for. over : Or if one 1s to 
Cut of the Stove, a Dutchman mire, 
be employ'd. Which-15 a viſiÞreaſc 
| miſtake, for our own Nation afforeep 
as good Chyrurgeons as any Rniſch 
reign Country. whatſoever ; whifient 
would-evidently appear, if this Ar bac 
was more, encouraged, and Feopl 
others, not legally qualified, wfadne 
prohibited from practiſing it. nd # 
It is therefore reaſonably hopPhop, 
en 
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dllthat the Par/iament may in- due 
time, take a Matter of ſo great 
and . general a Conſequence-. into 
their Conſideration; and provide 
ome cftectual Means of reducing 
Jthis Company within ſome reaſon- 
Fable bounds, - and keeping it'-ſo. 
for it is very evident, that the 
Mexceſlive encreaſe of this Company 
dis more pernicious to the Publick, 
han that of any other Tradeſmen 
gwhatſoever : Not only becauſe their 
rice of Medicines, which at pre- 
\Fent. is-unreaſonably great, muſt in 
proportion to: the growing of their 
shumber encreaſe ; ' but eſpecially 
Þccauſe all of them having not 
ale enough for their Drugs, they 

» mire, and ſtill as their number en- 
viſigreaſes, . will be -more obliged to 
aftoſkeep them till they rot, and do 
1y Fniſchief - when preſcribed, no Pa- 
whifient being judge of the goodneſs 
his Ar badneſs of them ; whereas moſt 
nd Feople can reaſonably judge of the 
, Weadneſs of all other Commodities, 
d if they like them not in one 
hophhop, they go to another ; which 
en is 


[12]. Fo.” 
is the Reaſon that *moſt ordili 
Tradeſmen break oftner than pi 


theearies: do.. Tt may therefore ll; - 
reaſonably imagined, that fince Ol; 
ptnhazen the Capital Town of Dey 
mark, is contented with Twelve M 
pothecaries, London may be fally i 
tisfied wich two Hundred. 'L 

It is not only requiſite to- limi 
the number of 4pothecaries, by 
likewiſe for more -ample bertefir 4 
the Publick, very neceſſary, th 
the Zord: Mayor, conjointly with th 
College of Phyſicians, wad Court if 6, 
Aldermen, ſhou'd Rate and” Publili; 
the Price of all Simple and Componii 
Meticines, as it 'is Practifed 10 aff 
the Towns of 7raly ; where Medy 
cines,. tho' bought from us,- ah; 
not one Third fo dear as they an; 
in Bug/and. For to let the 4porba1; 
caries (ertle _=_ jce *acr;rng owl:: 
Drugs, is to allow them an. Ark 
trary Power of Taxing the Public 
as they pleaſe. 

Our Aporhecaries pretend to ji 
ſtifie the dearneſs of their Medici 
by fayiog that they are wo te 

(9! 
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cp them too long in their Shops, 
"——d ſometimes *til] they rot, and 
1 "MS: fic only to be thrown away; 
re hich is the owning of what was 
ce od before ; that their number be- 
f "F- too great, they cannot have 
Ive 4 ſineſs enough to ſell their Drugs 
lly fore they rot. But it will ſeem 
,  Inreaſonable to any thinking Man, 
6. AP poor Patient muſt pay dearer 
, by vr his Medicines, becauſe they are 
efir Totten, and deſtructive to his Body 


But we muſt leave to the Wit 
"Som of rhc Parliament, and of our 
mP1{a;i/trates, to regulate theſe Mat- 

Fers the beſt way they will think 
Proper for the benefit of the Rzch ; 
- We will only give here a ſhort Ac- 
UE0unt of the Charitable Method 
F/hich the College of Phyficians, after 
"Iveral Years Conſideration, has . 
Mztely thought of, and uſed, to 
ablic@rovide the Poor with Medicines, 
 , $heaper than has hitherto been ever 
yr "Practifed in any Country. 
ed tc YN 
kee| 


Laſt 
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Laſt Year being 1697: the P 
ſident, Cenfors, and, the Majotit 
of the reſt of the Members of | 
College, pitying _ the . miſerab 
Condition the poor Patients were ig 
for want of Remedies, agreed. at 
their General Meeting, that Medi 
cines ſhould be prepared at th 
College, and given to.the Poor 4 
the prime Coſt: And | that: 
Members of the College, as ma 
as pleaſed, ſhould Subſcribe by wa 
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Work 


of Charity, Ten Pound a piece, to 


wards buying and preparing thoſe 


Medicines; that the Laboratory off 


the College ſhould ſerve. for that; 
ule; and that there ſhould be # 


Repoſitory made under the Amphi 
theatre of the College, to keep and 


diſpenſe theſe Medicines in, The! 


Preſident, Cenſors, all the King'sÞþc 
Fly fictins, and a great many other wei 
Members, to the numb=r of Five; 


and: Forty, have Subſcribed ; lo 


' that there is a joint Stock of abouth 


Five HunJred Pounds for a peryy 
tua 


4 K's £3 þ 
1 Fur8-ito relieve the Poor for 
ever with* Medicines, at the intrin- 
Mick value. 


i 7.e Laboratory of the College 
ns; pt into good order by the-Con- 
Uſrive::ce of Dr. Z7arrel the. King's 
Why can, and an Expert Chymiſt, 
Sh vat of his extraordinary Zeal 
or / carrying 'on ” this Charitable 
Work, has built ſeveral! convenient 
urnaces, and fer Stills, 'where all 
Worts of Medicines, both Chymical 
Þn1d Galenical are prepared. of 
eFhe beft- Drugs, and with all the 
ExaRiidſs imaginable, 


Theſe Medicaments thus rightly 
prepared, are laid up in a Store- 
$Houſe, the Keys of which' are kepr 
Þy two Cxrators, who being Mem- 
Þcrs of tlie College, 2nd Subleribers, 
fcigh out thefe Medicines to the 
Wiſperſatory,and keep in account of 
hem. * The Diſpenſary is the Flacs. 
Fwhere the Medicines are diſpenſed, 
Yr giver: out to the Poor; hereare 

> "RY all 


all ſorts of Cordial - and Diftil 
Waters, Electuaries, Syrops, Po 
ders, Pills, Plaiſters, Ointmeni 
Spirits, Salts, Tinctnres, Roots, 

Compound and Simple Medicing 
and, in ſhort, all outward and j 
ward Medicaments thar are or ne 
be _ comer made uſe of in t 
Practice. of Phyſick. There is 

Apothecary, a Chymiſt, and ot 
Servants, to attend conſtantly t| 
Diſpenſatory, and the Poor, and th 
all live in the College. 


The Subſcribers have a Gene 
Meeting once a Quarter, to m 
new . Regulations if need require 


they.- chuſe Twelve of themſelv 


to be a Committee, to meet W1 
reſdays and Saturdays every Wee 
to give Orders that new Medicir 
be made; to receive Accounts, 

inſpet into the Servant's Condut 
to prepare Matters to be Treat 
of in the General Quarterly Mee 
ing; they appoint two of thi 
_ Members to be Curators toget 


> ſee t 

5s fc 
- M 
eighec 
hat the 
ublick, 
ive an 
ne Con 
iVen C 
e Me 
pr Me 
ept b 
reditab 


urpoſe. 


To av 
ither | 

tO | 
be Col 
ne or | 
ave Sul 


arily of 


neir Rt 
erſon t] 


r ſends 


ons the 
e bottc 
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lo ſee that no Medicines be want- 
g; to take care every day that 
he Medicines be duly prepared, 
eighed, and rightly diſpenſed ; 
Shat the Servants do not cheat rhe 
Publick, nor rob the Stock ; to 
Wive an account twice a Week to 
She Committee of all the Medicines 
iven out to the Poor, and of all 
e Money laid out and received 
wor Medicines; which Money is 
Sept by a Treaſurer, who is a 
reditable Member choſen for this 
urpoſe. 


To avoid confuſion-and diſorder, 
either the Apothecary nor Chymiſt. 
fre to. give any Medicine out- of 
ae College, without a Bill: from 
Fnc or other of the Doors -that 
gave Subſcribed ; who have volun- 
Erily obliged themſelves to give 
queir Recipe . gratis to any poor 
gerſon that comes'to their Houſe, 
&r ſends for them. The Doctor 
$/gns the Bill, and puts the price at 
Qe bottom of it, that the Servants 

h ſhould 
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ſhould not cheat the poor, nor oi.ic 
the College ; for they are reſp» e 
fible: to the Curators for the priffl ac! 
writ upon every Bull. 


We need not here-mention whe 
the Subſcribers dwell, - nor 
they are ; this the Church-wai 
ens and the Poor may learn 
the College; and there is hard 
a Pariſh in' London, or Weſtminſhh 
where one or other of them de 
not Live, | | 


The Medicines are delivered 0 
of 'the College at the intrinſiqh 
value, that is, at the firſt Col 
for the College making' no'advay 
tage of them, require no -moſll 
of the pablick, than what will Ju 
ſupport the Stock, without whi@l 
it would neceſſarily fink. ; 


As to the Benefit the- publiqt 
does and may reap thereby, - it 
Fifteen Shillings in. the Pounaq 
That being, here afforded _ Fine tl 

nilling 


or ings, for: which the Aporhecg- 
eſpe - exact Twenty ; which muſt 
| acknowledged 2 very great re- 
' to indigent People," to poor 
nilies, and to Gentlemen's Ser- 
mts. 7 
wh The Phyſactans; to: carry on 
e cfleually this Ch1ritable 
ſign, have' obliged” £1: aleives 
fer 2-Forfeiture to. arte 'by 
s, two of thenr arcatime at 
College every: Week, Wedneſ- 
s, and Saturdays, at Three a 
dck in the Afternoon, to give 
-d offivice. Gratis there to all poor 
rinſidfeaſed Perſons, ' whoſe: Sickneſs 
Col! permit them to repair thither - 
idvay help. Ic will: be:thought no 
moſ$|| relief ito a poor. Sickly Per» 
1 joþ who 1s not able to Fee a 
whi@lician, nor pay the dear Bill 
"Jan Apothecary, nor can b&- 
ved imto an Hoſpital, to have' 
ubliqs recourſe to the College twice 
.  itFeek, to have his Caſe ſedately 
ounthrd by two grave Phyſicians, to 
r Fife their Advice in; Writing for 
illing nothing 
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nothing, and to have the Medici 


there ready made, for whae th 
only coſt, | 


The Kepoſitory or Diſpenſatory 


the College has been now o 
theſe two Months ; the Poor 
gin to flock thither, they aref 
ved with all the care and diligen 


poſſible, and reap the benefit! 


this great and laſting Charity. 

It is hoped the Lord Bithop! 
London, the ReQtors, Church-Wat 
ens, and Overſeers for the Poor” 
the ſeveral Pariſhes, will, as: thi 


have occaſion, diret their reſp 


Qive Poor hither for Advice at 


Relicf, both out of Charity to thet a 


and for leſſening the publick Chas! 


_ of each Pariſh ; as likewiſe for pif* 
ventivg the Poor from going x 


Quack; and Mountebanks, for th 


pericious Advice and deftrutiÞ 


Mcedicines. 
To make this Charitable -Wolf 


mcre eaſe 'to the Poor of LondÞio! 


and Weſtminſter, it would be ft 


quiſite _ the Reftors of Pariſhe 
at 


dubj 


| 


. 


edici = I . 
© thillnd Church-Wardens, ſhould agree 
© allow ſome ſmall 'Conrtribution 
atory Wot of the Money paid for the 
y on oor in every Pariſh, towards 
oor hiring ove Room in (Covent Garden, 
are (nd another towards the Monument, 
iligedÞ which the Medicines of the 
refit College may be - more convenient- 
y. delivered -ouit tothe -Poor /at 
thopSoth ends of the Town ; -without 
- Warfending fo far as the Cobege of 
Poor Fby/icrans, which is near St. Pans in 
s- thithe Center of Londoy. 
ref ; Hipor + ole 
ce ant The Phyfcians defipgn to- have . 
5 theeÞeQures-of  Chymitry and Anatomy 
Charead tn 'the '/Collepge every Year; 
or piſ#9d t0 ery a grett many Natural 
ing Experiments; as likewiſe-v0- ext- 
Ir thamine Quack Medicines, to diſcover 
ruaiepnd publiſh the Cheats of thoſe 
4mpoſtors, who ſwarm -about the 
Woſfuingdooa, to- the viſible. deſtru- 
London of; Fhouſands .of our Fellow- 
be i b'Fs 
ari{he : 
aq Tho? the A4potheearics Bills are ge- 
lly 1 anreafonable, yet there are 
| _.,Þ  fome. 
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ſome honeſt people among that tr 
the Poor, -and. do not exact fy 
rates as they. would from the Rich 
and ſome of them are never paid { 
their Medicines; fo that this Reg 
Jation at the' CoBege will be a.gre 
_ eaſe to all Ho and Charitat 
Apothecaries, ſince it frees them « 
ſuch as cannot pay for their Med 
caments, | | 
If any Enemies to the Public 
Good, ſhould artfully | give-: on 
any .il meaning in this Charit 
ble Deſign of the College; Tin 
and Experience - will ſhew thy 
there. is nothiog elſe. intended: b 
it, but the Relief. of the Poor, th 
' Honour of the College, and the im 
#provement of Phyſick. ; |. .'- 7} 


—_— 


From' the College. be 
Th. 6. and RM. Quit" ' 
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